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Food Safety and Inspection Serv. (Meat, Poultry), USDA § 381.127

the heading ‘‘Safe Handling Instruc-
tions’’ which shall be set in type size
larger than the print size of the ration-
ale statement and handling statements
as discussed in paragraphs (b)(2) and
(b)(3) of this section. The safe handling
information shall be set off by a border
and shall be one color type printed on
a single color contrasting background
whenever practical.

(2) (i) The labels of the poultry prod-
ucts, specified in this paragraph (b) and
prepared from inspected and passed
poultry, shall include the following ra-
tionale statement as part of the safe
handling instructions, ‘‘This product
was prepared from inspected and passed
meat and/or poultry. Some food prod-
ucts may contain bacteria that could
cause illness if the product is mis-
handled or cooked improperly. For
your protection, follow these safe han-
dling instructions.’’ This statement
shall be placed immediately after the
heading and before the safe handling
statements.

(ii) The labels of the poultry prod-
ucts, specified in this paragraph (b) and
prepared pursuant to § 381.10(a) (2), (5),
(6), and (7), shall include the following
rationale statement as part of the safe
handling instructions, ‘‘Some food
products may contain bacteria that
could cause illness if the product is
mishandled or cooked improperly. For
your protection, follow these safe han-
dling instructions.’’ This statement
shall be placed immediately after the
heading and before the safe handling
statements.

(3) Poultry products, specified in this
paragraph (b), shall bear the labeling
statements.

(i) Keep refrigerated or frozen. Thaw
in refrigerator or microwave. (Any por-
tion of this statement that is in con-
flict with the product’s specific han-
dling instructions may be omitted, e.g.,
instructions to cook without thawing.)
(A graphic illustration of a refrigerator
shall be displayed next to the state-
ment.);

(ii) Keep raw meat and poultry sepa-
rate from other foods. Wash working
surfaces (including cutting boards),
utensils, and hands after touching raw
meat or poultry. (A graphic illustra-
tion of soapy hands under a faucet

shall be displayed next to the state-
ment.);

(iii) Cook thoroughly. (A graphic il-
lustration of a skillet shall be dis-
played next to the statement.); and

(iv) Keep hot foods hot. Refrigerate
leftovers immediately or discard. (A
graphic illustration of a thermometer
shall be displayed next to the state-
ment.)

(4) Poultry products intended for fur-
ther processing at another official es-
tablishment are exempt from the re-
quirements prescribed in paragraphs
(b)(1) through (b)(3) of this section.

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 39
FR 4569, Feb. 5, 1974; 59 FR 14540, Mar. 28,
1994]

§ 381.126 Date of packing and date of
processing; contents of cans.

(a) Either the immediate container
or the shipping container of all poultry
food products shall be plainly and per-
manently marked by code or otherwise
with the date of packing. If calendar
dating is used, it must be accompanied
by an explanatory statement, as pro-
vided in § 381.129(c)(2).

(b) The immediate container for
dressed poultry shall be marked with a
lot number which shall be the number
of the day of the year on which the
poultry was slaughtered or a coded
number.

(c) All canned products shall be
plainly and permanently marked, by
code or otherwise, on the containers,
with the identity of the contents and
date of canning, except that canned
products packed in glass containers are
not required to be marked with the
date of canning if such information ap-
pears on the shipping container. If cal-
endar dating is used, it must be accom-
panied by an explanatory statement, as
provided in § 381.129(c)(2).

(d) If any marking is by code, the in-
spector in charge shall be informed as
to its meaning.

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 39
FR 28516, Aug. 8, 1974; 39 FR 35784, Oct. 4,
1974]

§ 381.127 Wording on labels of ship-
ping containers.

(a) Each label for use on a shipping
container for inspected and passed
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poultry products shall bear, in dis-
tinctly legible form, the following in-
formation:

(1) The official inspection legend.
(2) The official establishment number

of the official establishment in which
the poultry product was inspected, ei-
ther within the official inspection
mark, or elsewhere on the container
clearly visible and in proximity to the
official inspection mark.

§ 381.128 Labels in foreign languages.
Any label to be affixed to a container

of any dressed poultry or other poultry
product for foreign commerce may be
printed in a foreign language. However,
the official inspection legend and es-
tablishment number shall appear on
the label in English, but in addition,
may be literally translated into such
foreign language. Each such label shall
be subject to the applicable provisions
of §§ 381.115 to 381.141, inclusive. Devi-
ations from the form of labeling re-
quired under the regulations may be
approved by the Administrator in spe-
cific cases and such modified labeling
may be used for poultry products to be
exported: Provided, (a) That the pro-
posed labeling accords to the specifica-
tions of the foreign purchaser, (b) that
it is not in conflict with the Act or the
laws of the country to which it is in-
tended for export, and (c) that the out-
side of the shipping container is la-
beled to show that it is intended for ex-
port; but if such product is sold or of-
fered for sale in domestic commerce,
all the requirements of the regulations
shall apply.

§ 381.129 False or misleading labeling
or containers.

(a) No poultry product subject to the
Act shall have any false or misleading
labeling or any container that is so
made, formed, or filled as to be mis-
leading. However, established trade
names and other labeling and contain-
ers which are not false or misleading
and which are approved by the Admin-
istrator in the regulations or in spe-
cific cases are permitted.

(b) No statement, word, picture, de-
sign, or device which is false or mis-
leading in any particular or conveys
any false impression or gives any false
indication of origin, identity, or qual-

ity, shall appear on any label. For ex-
ample:

(1) Official grade designations such as
the letter grades A, B, and C may be
used in labeling individual carcasses of
poultry or containers of poultry prod-
ucts only if such articles have been
graded by a licensed grader of the Fed-
eral or Federal-State poultry grading
service and found to qualify for the in-
dicated grade.

(2) Terms having geographical sig-
nificance with reference to a particular
locality may be used only when the
product was produced in that locality.

(3) ‘‘Fresh frozen’’, ‘‘quick frozen’’,
‘‘frozen fresh’’, and terms of similar
import apply only to ready-to-cook
poultry processed in accordance with
§ 381.66(f)(1). Ready-to-cook poultry
handled in any other manner and
dressed poultry may be labeled ‘‘fro-
zen’’ only if it is frozen in accordance
with § 381.66(f)(2) under Department su-
pervision and is in fact in a frozen
state. ‘‘Individually quick frozen
(Kind)’’ and terms of similar import
are applicable only to poultry products
that are frozen as stated on the label
and whose component parts can be eas-
ily separated at time of packing.

(4) Poultry products labeled with a
term quoted in any paragraph of
§ 381.170(b) shall comply with the speci-
fications in the applicable paragraph.
However, parts of poultry may be cut
in any manner the processor desires as
long as the labeling appropriately re-
flects the contents of the container of
such poultry.

(5) The terms ‘‘All,’’ ‘‘Pure,’’ ‘‘100%,’’
and terms of similar connotation shall
not be used on labels for products to
identify ingredient content, unless the
product is prepared solely from a single
ingredient.

(6)(i) Raw poultry product whose in-
ternal temperature has ever been below
26 °F, but above 0 °F, may not bear a
label declaration of ‘‘fresh’’ and must
be labeled with the descriptive term
‘‘hard chilled.’’ The word ‘‘previously’’
may be used contiguous to the term
‘‘hard chilled’’ on an optional basis.
The descriptive term shall be promi-
nently displayed on the principal dis-
play panel of the label. If additional la-
beling containing the descriptive term
is affixed to the label, it shall be
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